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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: UNDP. EAID 

SUBJECT: DUTCH POSITION PAPER ON UNDP 

1 . EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO TRANSMIT TEXT OF A LETTER 
PROVIDED BELOW TO GERBEN RINGNALDA.OF THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, FROM DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
CHARLES R. FRANK. JR. IN ADDITION, A COPY OF THE 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FUNDING PAPER REFERRED TO IN THE 
LETTER HAS BEEN AIRPOUCHED FOR DELIVERY TO RINGNALDA. 

2. DEAR GERBEN, 

- THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR SENDING ME A COPY OF YOUR PAPER 
ON UNDP FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT. I AM PLEASED TO SEE HOW 
MUCH CRITICAL ATTENTION UNDP AND THE ENTIRE QUESTION OF 
UN TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IS RECEIVING THESE DAYS FROM 
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MAJOR DONORS. 

- IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT EIGHT YEARS AFTER SIR ROBERT 
JACKSON'S REPORT AND THE 1970 CONSENSUS WE STILL ARE 
WORKING TO ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVES OF IMPROVED COHERENCE, 

OVERALL EFFICIENCY AND DYNAMISM IN MULTILATERAL TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE. AS CORRECTLY MENTIONED IN YOUR PAPER. IF YOU 
HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE GENEVA GROUP 
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MEETING OF MAY 2-3 WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES, YOU WILL HAVE 
HEARD ABOUT THE PAPER WE PRESENTED ON THE QUESTION OF 

ASSESSED AND VOLUNTARY FUNDING OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. 
WE ALSO COVERED IN SOME DETAIL UNDP'S PRESENT ROLE IN THE 
UN SYSTEM AND SUGGESTED MEANS OF IMPROVEMENT. IN GENERAL, 
THE ANALYSIS AND THE POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS ARE QUITE 
SIMILAR TO YOURS. IN PARTICULAR, WE NOW ARE PREPARED TO 
EXAMINE CLOSELY VARIOUS IDEAS FOR MULTI-YEAR FUNDING TO 
IMPROVE UNDP'S FINANCIAL PLANNING. THIS IS A SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGE IN OUR ATTITUDE. I AM PLEASED TO SEE THAT WE ARE 
IN ACCORD, ALONG WITH SEVERAL OTHER MAJOR DONORS, THAT 
THE PRINCIPLE DESERVES SERIOUS EXAMINATION. I ALSO 
FOUND MOST INTERESTING YOUR SUGGESTIONS FOR A GENERAL 
CONSOLIDATION OF VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS THROUGH UNDP, 
RATHER THAN THROUGH VARIOUS SPECIAL PURPOSE FUNDS. AND 
FOR STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF THE RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE 
AS THE COORDINATOR OF ALL UN ASSISTANCE IN A SINGLE 
COUNTRY. WHILE I AM SURE WE BOTH COULD SUGGEST SITUATIONS 
WHERE EXCEPTIONS TO THESE RULES MIGHT BE DESIRABLE, AGAIN 
IN PRINCIPLE, I AGREE THESE ARE WORTHWHILE GOALS. 

- AS WE HAVE HAD THE BENEFIT OF YOUR PAPER AND YOU 
PERHAPS HAVE NOT SEEN OURS, I AM SENDING YOU A COPY VIA 
OUR EMBASSY. I THINK YOU WILL FIND IT A USEFUL DOCUMENT. 

- C. R. FRANK VANCE 
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